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Bureau of Prisons, Justice § 511.16 

§ 511.12 Prohibited objects. 
(a) ‘‘Prohibited objects,’’ as defined 

in 18 U.S.C. 1791(d)(1), include any ob-
jects that could jeopardize the Bu-
reau’s ability to ensure the safety, se-
curity, and orderly operation of Bureau 
facilities, and protect the public. 

(b) Examples of ‘‘prohibited objects’’ 
include, but are not limited to, the fol-
lowing items and their related para-
phernalia: Weapons; explosives; drugs; 
intoxicants; currency; cameras of any 
type; recording equipment; telephones; 
radios; pagers; electronic devices; and 
any other objects that violate criminal 
laws or are prohibited by Federal regu-
lations or Bureau policies. 

§ 511.13 Searches before entering, or 
while inside, a Bureau facility or 
Bureau grounds. 

Bureau staff may search you and 
your belongings (for example, bags, 
boxes, vehicles, containers in vehicles, 
jackets or coats, etc.) before entering, 
or while inside, any Bureau facilities or 
Bureau grounds, to keep out prohibited 
objects. 

§ 511.14 Notification of possible 
search. 

We display conspicuous notices at 
the entrance to all Bureau facilities, 
informing all non-inmates that they, 
and their belongings, are subject to 
search before entering, or while inside, 
Bureau facilities or grounds. Further-
more, these regulations and Bureau na-
tional and local policies provide addi-
tional notice that you and your belong-
ings may be searched before entering, 
or while inside, Bureau facilities or 
grounds. By entering or attempting to 
enter a Bureau facility or Bureau 
grounds, non-inmates consent to being 
searched in accordance with these reg-
ulations and Bureau policy. 

§ 511.15 When searches will be con-
ducted. 

You and your belongings may be 
searched, either randomly or based on 
reasonable suspicion, before entering, 
or while inside, a Bureau facility or 
Bureau grounds, as follows: 

(a) Random Searches. This type of 
search may occur at any time, and is 
not based on any particular suspicion 
that a non-inmate is attempting to 

bring a prohibited object into a Bureau 
facility or Bureau grounds. 

(1) Random searches must be impar-
tial and not discriminate among non- 
inmates on the basis of age, race, reli-
gion, national origin, or sex. 

(2) Non-inmates will be given the op-
tion of either consenting to random 
searches as a condition of entry, or re-
fusing such searches and leaving Bu-
reau grounds. However, if a non-inmate 
refuses to submit to a random search 
and expresses an intent to leave Bu-
reau grounds, he or she may still be re-
quired to be searched if ‘‘reasonable 
suspicion’’ exists as described in para-
graph (b) of this section. 

(b) Reasonable Suspicion Searches. 
Notwithstanding staff authority to 
conduct random searches, staff may 
also conduct reasonable suspicion 
searches to ensure the safety, security, 
and orderly operation of Bureau facili-
ties, and protect the public. ‘‘Reason-
able suspicion’’ exists if a staff member 
knows of facts and circumstances that 
warrant rational inferences by a person 
with correctional experience that a 
non-inmate may be engaged in, at-
tempting, or about to engage in, crimi-
nal or other prohibited activity. 

§ 511.16 How searches will be con-
ducted. 

You may be searched by any of the 
following methods before entering, or 
while inside, a Bureau facility or Bu-
reau grounds: 

(a) Electronically. (1) You and your be-
longings may be electronically 
searched for the presence of contra-
band, either randomly or upon reason-
able suspicion. 

(2) Examples of electronic searches 
include, but are not limited to, metal 
detectors and ion spectrometry de-
vices. 

(b) Pat Search. (1) You and your be-
longings may be pat searched either 
randomly or upon reasonable suspicion. 

(2) A pat search of your person or be-
longings involves a staff member press-
ing his/her hands on your outer cloth-
ing, or the outer surface of your be-
longings, to determine whether prohib-
ited objects are present. 

(3) Whenever possible, pat searches of 
your person will be performed by staff 
members of the same sex. Pat searches 
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